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This morning, we are gathered here before the 

Lord, to share the grief of having lost someone that is 

dear and near to our hearts. Pastor Lau, you have lost 

the “bone of your bones, and the flesh of your flesh.” 

But we have lost a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother, for Simo was a friend that loved us for all 



times. Victor, Irma, you have lost a mother according 

to the flesh. But we have lost a mother according to 

the Spirit, for she was a mother to all of us, and we are 

all her surviving children.  

 Yes, we are here to grieve, but we are not to 

grieve as the rest of the world, who have no hope. So 

even as we mourn, we celebrate a life that was 

well-lived – a life that was truly abundant. But we will 

also look to our Savior, the only reason for our hope. 

 How shall we remember our beloved Simo? I am 

certain that each of you has a story to tell about this 

wonderful woman. And later on, some of you will have 

the opportunity to come up here to share your 

testimony. For now, allow me to share with you how I 

will remember Simo. First of all, I will remember her as 

a star.  
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Yes, a great star has fallen from our sky; a bright 

light has been removed from our world. By the world’s 

standard, she was not a great person. She had no 

career of her own, and she had no claim to fame and 

fortune. In a world in which feminists fight to dominate 

men, Simo chose to submit to her husband. In a 

culture that prizes self-fulfillment and personal 

success, Simo chose to be a subordinate helper to 

her husband’s ministry. Yes, by the world’s standard, 

she was not much of a success. But in the kingdom of 

God, Simo is a star, for she was the virtuous woman 

who feared the Lord, and lived to fulfill God’s purpose 

in her life. In the end Simo could truly say, “Father, I 

have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the 

work that You have given me to do.” If you listen 

carefully with your ear of faith, you can hear the loud 

echoes of Simo’s laughter throughout the universe, 

because she finally met with the Lord face to face, and 

receive these sweet words from her Master: “Well 

done, good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 

many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord!” 

 Pastor Lau shared with me that she was an 

angel that God had sent into his life, to help him fulfill 

his purpose in God. Now that she has completed her 

mission on earth, God has taken her back to heaven 

to be with our Father forever. Because of her 

obedience to God, she became a bright star that lit up 

the lives of many. She was the sunbeam that would 

warm up any room. Simo, we will remember the 

warmth of your love when you hold our hands. We will 

miss your infectious smile, your robust laughter, and 

your booming voice. And even though your no longer 

walk among us, but your light lingers on, because in 

addition to being a star, you were also a lamplighter. 
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Back home in Hong Kong when I was growing 

up, the lights in our street were fueled by oil. A 

lamplighter had to come and light up each lamp 

before sunset. Some of the lamps were very tough to 

light, and it was hard work. But when he was finished, 

our street would be bright and safe for the rest of the 

night.  

 Simo was just such a lamplighter of souls. She 

went around in this dark world and lit up many lamps 

that were previously without light. She loved to tell 

people about Jesus and His love. But she didn’t just 

do it with words. She showed people what God’s love 

was all about. She always put people above her own 

needs. Many times she would skip her own doctor’s 

appointments so that Pastor Lau could go and help 

someone else. Even when she was confined to bed in 

the last days of her life, she was still praying for others 

and caring for others. Even though she was suffering 

a great deal, she never uttered a single word of 



complaint. Instead, she was always thanking God and 

encouraging those who visited her. If you went to visit 

her expecting to see a sad face, you would have been 

disappointed. Joyful and upbeat to the last, she was 

still joking around the night before she died. She was 

making fun of Pastor Lau, and talking about Helen’s 

gi-ma-woo. When the nurse came into the room and 

asked, “Mrs. Lau, how are you doing?” She answered, 

“Very good. But not too good.” That was our Simo. 

Even death could not change her. Pastor Lau told me 

that of all the deaths that he had witnessed in his 40 

years of ministry, Simo’s home-going was the most 

peaceful. Many of us were eye-witnesses to that, as 

we spent the last moments with her in the hospital 

room. 

 By her sacrifice and strong faith, she lit up many 

people’s lives. She even lit up this cow-hide lantern. 

Simo, thank you for all the words of wisdom. Thanks 

for all the encouragement and advice you had given 

us throughout the years. I still remember what she 

said to me on the day I was ordained: “To him who has 

been given much, much is expected. Use all the gifts 

from God to serve Him faithfully.” Simo, I promise that 

I will always give my best and I will always give my all, 

just as you have given your best and given your all. 

Our lamplighter, that’s how we will remember Simo. 
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But now, the question must be asked: If Simo 

was such a faithful servant, why did God take her 

away from us so soon? Why doesn’t God give her a 

few more years to enjoy her family? Only God knows 

for sure. But perhaps the following story may help a 

little bit. 

 Once upon a time, there was a king in England 

who lived in a gigantic castle with a gigantic garden. In 

the middle of the garden was a gigantic white rose, 

which was so beautiful that it was considered to be 

one of the greatest treasures in his kingdom. The king 

entrusted the garden to his gardener, who was a very 

faithful servant. But one day, the gardener’s little 

daughter got very sick. And even though everybody 

prayed for her, she died. The father was heart-broken 

and was mad at God. Then one day, he noticed that 

the white rose had disappeared. Just as he was 

yelling at his servants about the rose, the king was 

walking by. “What is the matter? Why are you so 

angry?” the king calmly asked. “Someone has picked 

the white rose, the most beautiful flower in the 

kingdom,” the gardener replied. “Oh,” said the duke. 

“Is that all? Why, I picked the rose. I supposed that I 

had the right to pick it, since I am the master here. I 

felt that it belonged to me, and I am enjoying that rose 

in my room.” The gardener was silent. He could say 

nothing. 

Then the king said, “You know, you had a white 

rose, too – your little daughter. But it pleased the 

Master to take your little rose home. He did have that 

right, didn’t He? She really didn’t belong to you; she 

belonged to Him. He wanted her to be with Him.” The 

gardener was silent. Then he understood. Today, if 

you were to go to that castle garden, you would find in 

a corner a little tombstone on which are these words: 

“To the Memory of the White Rose which the Master 

Took.” 

 Dear Brothers and sisters, Simo is the white rose 

which our Master took. She belongs to Him and He 

has the right to take her back anytime He wants. He 

has that right. The rose that we love is with Him over 

there now, beyond the sunset. God can love her far 

more than we can. And He can take care of her far 

better than we can.  

 Simo, we will always remember you as the star, 

the lamplighter, and the beautiful white rose that our 



Master took.  
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Still, even as we memorialize and celebrate 

Simo’s life, we are also here to mourn. Job asked one 

of the great questions in the Bible, “If a man dies, will 

he live again?” Our experience tells us no. Death 

brings the final curtain. It is the grand finale. As we say 

goodbye to her, we know that we can no longer share 

her laughter and her tears. She will not return to us. 

We will miss her dearly. Separation in life and death 

are both painful experiences. While separation in life 

still offers hope of a reunion, parting in death seems to 

be so absolute. It is natural for us to grieve, for Hades 

is an undiscovered country from which no traveler has 

ever returned. 

But Easter has changed all that, for one Traveler 

did return. The founding fathers of all other religions 

are lifeless in their graves, above which hangs the 

sign: The End. End of story. End of a good idea. But 

Christianity begins where other religions end. The 

stone of death has been rolled away. And outside the 

empty tomb of Jesus is the inscription: To be 

continued. Because Jesus has resurrected, death is 

no longer a horrible cave, but a tunnel with a glorious 

light at the end.  

2,000 years ago, Jesus came to live a sinless life, 

and died on the cross for your sin and mine. But on 

the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 

when the women went to look for His body in the tomb, 

they could not find Him. Instead the angels that were 

there said to them, “Why do you look for the living 

among the dead: He is not here; He has risen!” He 

came back from the dead to prove that as the Lord of 

heaven and earth, He has authority even over death. 

He appeared to the apostle John at the island of 

Patmos, saying: “Do not be afraid; I am the First and 

the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and 

behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 

keys of Hades and of Death” (Rev 1:17-18). All 

authority in heaven and earth belong to Jesus. He is 

offering you His victory over death, the gift of eternal 

life. He is saying to you: “I am the resurrection and the 

life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he 

shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall 

never die. Do you believe this?” 

In the early days of World War II, after Germany 

captured France, the French people were in a strange 

situation. Half of their country was free and 

unoccupied, while the other half was occupied and 

controlled by the Nazis. To escape into Free France 

became the goal of many Parisians who were 

tormented daily by their captors. In a certain village 

near the border dividing Free and Nazi-controlled 

France, the citizens began noticing some strange 

things at the local cemetery. Every time there was a 

funeral, far more mourners went in to the graveyard 

than came out. There was a good reason. While the 

front gate of the cemetery lay in occupied France, in 

the rear was a small chapel with a back door that 

opened into unoccupied territory. Those who entered 

the burial place weeping and mourning, walked right 

on through to the other side, the land of free and the 

home of the brave, singing and rejoicing.  

By His death, burial and resurrection, Jesus 

opened a gate to the rear of our grave. You will still 

enter the grave; but you won’t stay there. There’s a 

whole new world out there just waiting for you, the 

world of the living, where you will never die again.  

The Gospel is for the brave! Do you have the  

courage to enter the empty tomb, to leave the  

world of the dead, and walk into the land of the  

living?  

 



Because Simo trusted Jesus as her Lord and 

Savior, she is no longer among the dead. She is now 

among the living, in the arms of the eternal God. Her 

body will still enter the grave, but it won’t stay there. 

While her soul is already with her Father in heaven, 

her body will also be resurrected when Jesus comes 

again to bring in the new heaven and the new earth. 

Beyond the sunset, O Glad Reunion  

With our dear loved ones, who’ve gone before, 

In that fair homeland, we’ll know no parting 

Beyond the sunset, forever more. 
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Dear Simo, fare thee well. Though you will not 

return to us, we will someday go to you, on that fair 

shore where we will spend eternity in His glorious 

presence. 
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