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"Yes," says the Spirit, “they will rest from
their labor, for their deeds will follow them.”
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Preface
By Deacon Samuel Lee

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.”
(2 Timothy 4:7, NKJ)

In ancient China, the scholars asserted, “A Decade of
Perseverance leads to a Day of Glory”. Notwithstanding, the
self-transcended set their sights on passing down the legacy of
their sublimely cultivated morality, never surrendering their
character to the indignities of earthly gains. According to the
wisdom of our sages, the ultimate pursuits in life are merits,
virtues, and edification. One acquires merits through great
achievements in service to society; one exhibits great virtues
by setting exemplary noble character traits for later
generations to follow; and one strives for edification to
cultivate and enlighten the masses. All of these attributes
Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau practiced and accomplished in
service to the members of our church.

However, for the servants of God, more is asked of them.
Preaching the gospel with total devotion to God was the great
commission given to Pastor Lau. His faithful service to the
Lord will surely be rewarded. A lifelong unbroken effort to
bring all individuals to Christ has firmly secured his place in
the Kingdom of Heaven. Pastor Lau passed on to us a heritage
of boundless love and profound guidance. Because of his love,
we could all enjoy the blessings of God’s great love. His love
shall live forever in our hearts.
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No ‘Small Potato’!
By Pastor John W. Lee

the Miami International Airport on the weekend before Thanksgiving

in 1988. They were a friendly and hospitable couple. They shared

their vision for the development of the English ministry in CBCM and
how I possibly could help him as the Assistant Pastor.

My wife and I first met Pastor and Mrs. Lau when they picked us up at

When we made the transition to Miami in 1989, Pastor and Mrs. Lau welcomed
Lily and I with open arms as I began serving the Lord full-time with the church
family. He supported the development of the English ministry when there were
only a handful of American-Born Chinese (ABC) adults, although there were a
good number of English-speaking young adults. He welcomed me into the
pulpit, giving me regular opportunities to preach in the morning and evening
services.

He also modeled that support by intentionally preaching in English even though
he was more comfortable speaking in
Cantonese and Mandarin. I once asked
him why. He shared that this was for the
benefit of the next generation. The future
of the church is the next generation of
devoted believers. He was a visionary.

He encouraged me to build up the Joshua
Young Adult Fellowship (JYAF) and
spend time with the Chinese Baptist
Youth Fellowship (CBYF). He granted
me a lot of freedom and flexibility serving
among these young people. He entrusted
me, along with my wife, to nurture and
develop their faith and service unto the
Lord. Before long, we launched
Vacation Bible School in the summers Pastor Lau holds our firstborn son Joshua who later
with the help of many of those young served as presidentsoefn ngYZl :J:ring his junior and
adults along with the senior high school e

students. Soon, many parents joined in support of ministering to children.




Over the years, many from CBYF joined JYAF and gave back to the youth,
serving as their counselors and mentors during our summer Centrifuge camps.
Pastor and Mrs. Lau previously drove a small group of teens up to Ridgecrest,
North Carolina for the weeklong camp. He handed over that ministry to me
without reservation. Traveling that distance was an adventure and a tremendous
responsibility.  Select JYAF members served double-duty as van drivers.
Parents trusted us to keep their children safe. Eventually, Pastor Lau challenged
the church family to support this youth ministry, endorsing the “Spring Fling”
fundraiser that would help offset the costs of renting buses to travel to and from
the summer camps.

Freed from the responsibility of English ministries, Pastor Lau focused more on
evangelism. He, along with Mrs. Lau and sometimes other church members,
went visiting many people around South Florida. He achieved great success in
reaching those that were hard to reach: the restaurant owners and their
employees. This meant reaching them on their schedules, not his, and he knew
their long hours and hard work. Pastor Lau was willing to meet with them in
their free time, though that meant sacrificing time with his children.

He was a gracious and generous person. When he wasn’t evangelizing, he
visited members, shared food, or was giving away his famous home-cultured
orchids. He cared for both adults and children, knowing the individual names
of so many families. He set the standard of care for our church family. He
started up many new fellowships to meet the growing spiritual needs of diverse
ages and languages. He and Mrs. Lau hosted many fellowship group dinners at
their home; their hospitality was renowned. The charter members of all those
fellowships lovingly looked to Pastor Lau as their spiritual elder. They were
there because he and Mrs. Lau patiently invited them, prayed for them, and
welcomed them.

His bold vision, patient evangelism, and sacrificial giving impacted many lives.
Yet he would never accept such credit, calling himself “a small potato” among
God’s servants. Allow me to briefly share a lesson from the parable of the Ten
Minas from Luke 19:12ff.



Pastor John Lee served with Pastor Kwong
W. Lau. Pastor John was at CBCM from
1989-2009.

He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant
country to have himself appointed king and then to
return. So he called ten of his servants and gave

| them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said,

1)

‘until I come back.”” When the master returned, he
summoned his servants so he could find out what
their profits were. ° “The first one came and said,
‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.” ' ‘Well done,
my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you
have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take
charge of ten cities.””

Pastor Lau was no “small potato”! He was a
faithful and sacrificial servant of the Lord. He
has finished the course set before him and has
finished well. He is reunited with Mrs. Lau

and many other brothers and sisters that have gone before him. And the Lord
will remember him for the good he has done for so many others. Indeed, well

done good servant!
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On the other beautiful shore

Fear and tears you will find no more
You can’t find sorrow and sighing
Kindness and peace are forever
My heart is joyful forever

I’ve decided not to wander

But return to my father

There is my final sweetest home
And I will never feel alone

All my troubles are behind me
And I will ever feel free

I’ll come home, come home

I’ve decided to come home

I’ll come home, come home

There 1s my home
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Reflections
By Nightingale Ngo

while he was resting in his room, I walked around his house reminiscing

about the past few decades where my parents and I spent hours together

with Pastor and Mrs. Lau. There was a stillness in the air. Somber but
peaceful. The only sounds came from the chimes of his many clocks.

D uring one of Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau’s final days before his homegoing,

I reflected on the enormous impact he
had on my family’s lives. We met
Pastor and Mrs. Lau on the second
Sunday we visited the church. We
had only arrived in Miami from the
Philippines two weeks prior. The
previous Sunday he was out of town to
preach. Shortly after we met Pastor
and Mrs. Lau, they invited us over for
dinner. Their cooking skills are
legendary, and their generosity
unending.

One of our first weeks in Miami

I reflected on the vast number of people who sat in the dining and Florida rooms
as well as the back patio over the years, gathered to eat delicious dishes expertly
and lovingly prepared by Mrs. Lau. The hours
of preparation in the kitchen, which included
meticulous planning of the menu that would
best delight their guests. Many evenings they
invited entire fellowships for dinner—their
house filled to the brim with 50-60 people!

~ i I reflected on the stories he told about his
Pastor and Mrs. Lau driving me to the younger days. My favorites were the ones
airport as | move to Ft. Worth, TXformy § - apout his love story with Mrs. Lau. It was

. p :
first year of college better than any story Disney could dream up!

I reflected on the lessons I learned from him
and the blessing of having spent so much time with him—especially in the past
few years when he became ill. The times spent talking with him over the years

20



contained much laughter, some tears, and conversations always filled with
wisdom.

I reflected on the enormous impact he
had on the Chinese community in
Florida. Much of Pastor Lau’s
accomplishments can easily be found
through a simple Internet search: first
ordained Chinese minister in the state
of Florida, his many published articles
and books, and of course, starting and
pastoring our church. All because he
was faithful and obedient to Jesus [///F& \ A
Christ. That we are holding this Home | Alaskan cruise with Pastor Lau, Irma

News is a testament to his faithfulness | /s gaughter), and Dan (his son-in-law)
and service.

I reflected on the dedication of Mrs. Lau, who was Pastor Lau’s bride of 45
years. She knew being a pastor’s wife was her ministry and she tirelessly served
God, her husband, and the church. Together, they poured out their hearts into
the lives of countless families, changing the landscape of the Chinese community
in South Florida.

In his living room, I reflected on our
mutual love for music. Pastor Lau
likes to tell the story of when he first
heard my father sing. It was at dinner
at his house and, after learning Pastor
Lau’s love for music, my father
offered to sing while my mother
accompanied him on the piano.
Pastor Lau recalls that he did not
think such a loud, booming voice
could come from a man of small
stature. A special friendship began -
that evening. Many evenings Pastor Lau and my father
thereafter were spent at their house composed a piece together
where Pastor Lau shared his latest
opera recordings with us. Over the
years, as I grew as a musician, I realized his vast wealth of knowledge acquired
from self-study. Outside of a college music library, I had never seen such a vast
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and carefully curated CD collection. In addition to Pastor Lau’s knowledge of
music history and composers, he had an amazing ear. We would discuss and
analyze different recordings, and the performer’s interpretations. Pastor Lau
also had a beautiful singing voice. Not wanting to draw attention to himself,
most people probably never heard it unless they stood next to him during
congregational singing. His love and vast knowledge of music helped our
church thrive musically. Even after he retired, he regularly asked me how our
music department was doing.

Pastor Lau’s sermons always had three points. I was always amazed that he
could take a difficult passage and pare it down to three points that were easy to
remember. I reflected on the many lessons I learned from Pastor and Mrs. Lau.
I will share only three:

1. Live generously. Pastor and Mrs. Lau lived out Acts 20:35b (“It is more blessed
to give than to receive”) by always giving to others. They often gave away their
possessions when they saw someone admiring it. It was not only material
things, but they gave of their time through visitations and phone calls. Laughter
and joy filled their home as they frequently invited guests to dine on delicious
dishes Mrs. Lau (and sometimes, Pastor Lau) meticulously planned and cooked.

After my father passed away, I was
away for college in Texas. Mrs. Lau
cooked dinner for my mother every
night. My mother left for work every
day at dawn and got home in the
evening. Pastor and Mrs. Lau made
sure she had dinner every night—
whether she ate at their house or they
bagged it up for her to take home. This
went on for many years until Mrs. Lau
became ill. The last couple of years,
when Pastor Lau was 1ill, he still
insisted we eat with him, but only
when he paid for takeout/delivery. No
matter how he felt, his spirit was still
one of generosity. From Pastor and Mrs. Lau, I learned that giving is best when
we give our best—not only material things but giving others our time and
blessing them with our talents.
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2. Work hard as unto the Lord. Everything Pastor Lau
did, he did his best. Whether it was preparing for a
sermon or Bible study, or tending to his fruit trees or
prized orchids, he always gave 100% to the task at
hand. His sermon topics were planned months in
advanced and his sermons were prepared and
researched weeks ahead. Every Saturday, he kept to a
strict schedule so he would be prepared, in heart and
mind, to preach on Sunday. Watching his example, I
learned that we should do our best for God in all
things, and serving God on Sunday mornings also
means preparing ourselves well the night before.

-

Pastor Lau's 80th birthday|

3. The church is our home, the church family is our family. One of the church mottos
I remember as a young child was “the church is our home.” It was a reminder
to take care of the church building as we
would our homes. In addition, we should
consider our church family as our family.
This meant supporting one another through
friendship and prayer. Also, Pastor Lau
always encouraged us to support each
other’s businesses and work. Growing up, I
remember he encouraged us to frequent our
fellow church member’s restaurants, stores,
and other businesses to show support.
Every day, when we spoke to him on the Cruise with Pastor Lau, his
phone or visited him, he asked us how our AaugiILer; Jiitg, Qe IS SO A0,

. . ; Dan (who is behind the camera)
store, PK, and my piano studio were doing.
In our last conversation with him, he again
asked us how business was. We thanked him for always being supportive and
encouraging of our livelihood—even in our last conversation.

When my father passed away, Pastor Lau said he had lost one of his “best
buddies” and it was like losing an arm because they had a special friendship.
We are grateful for these years of Pastor Lau and Mrs. Lau’s mentorship,
friendship, and love.

Driving by his house daily and looking over at a now empty house, I realize it is
the end of an era. The end of an era for our church and for our family. We lost
a member of our family. But, I also know it’s not truly the end. Pastor and Mrs.
Lau lived lives of obedience to the Lord. Their faithfulness to God’s calling on
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their lives continues on in my life and my family’s lives. It continues on in our
church when we remember to be faithful and obedient to follow God’s call for
us. It continues in our community when we reach out to others in generosity.

We are immensely grateful for Pastor and Mrs. Lau.

Thank you for pouring out your lives to us.
We love you and we miss you, F<f# and f#+# !

A visit to the beach with
Pastor Lau
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My Pastor
By Wesley X. Wu

n October 5%, 2020, Pastor Lau went to receive his rewards, leaving
behind many spiritual offspring, myself included, to mourn.

I became a Christian during my high school years in China. Then in May of
1986, I arrived in Miami to begin my graduate studies in biomedical physics. In
the midst of absorbing the culture shock, settling down to life on a new campus,
and struggling with the intense research schedules, I met Victor Wong, and a
month later in June, he introduced me to the Church and Pastor Lau. What I
thought might be a casually intended visit, led to an enlightenment that would
decisively steer the course of my life. Pastor Lau’s sermon on that very first
Sunday remains vivid in my memory, speaking to the young people who were
about to start their university life he proffered (and I paraphrase), “The Lord has
endowed in each of us a great gift, called ambition ... try to maximize the
potential God has given you ... ” Up until that Sunday, I had often debated with
myself, whether or not, or how “ambition” should be part of a Christian’s make
up or philosophy.

For the next 15 years of my soul’s journey, I was nurtured in the spiritual home
cultivated by Pastor Lau. Surrounded by the many great men and women of the
Church’s community, I learned, and was privileged to participate in the service
to God, our Creator. My beautiful memories span from listening to Pastor Lau’s
insightful sermons, singing in the Sunday worships and in his outreach concerts,
to dining in his home and enjoying Mrs. Lau’s (S1 Mu) cooking. To this day,
my favorite seafood dish is still S1 Mu’s Cilantro shrimp from my wedding
reception, for which she single-handedly peeled several hundred fresh jumbo
shrimp and prepared them in that exquisite dish. Amongst the moments that I
particularly cherish are the times of listening to Pastor Lau’s Hi-Fi and chatting
about opera recordings in his living room. Pastor Lau had an impressive
collection of classical music. And when I would ask about some of his favorite
singers, like Kiri Kanawa, his face would suddenly change, his eyes would
become wide open with an almost boyish-like smile radiating out.

Pastor Lau’s dynamic, distinctive style of leadership and teaching profoundly

influenced my mind and my soul, from then until today; and it will most
certainly continue its influence for the rest of my life.
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In 2001, Flora and I brought our twins to the Church to receive Pastor Lau’s
blessings. Then, shortly thereafter, I ventured onto a new path in my spiritual
journey. With unchanging generosity and unfailing patience, Pastor Lau
continued to offer his wisdom and guidance, as my faith evolved through
progress and challenges. Over the years I kept our correspondence close to my
heart, invariably finding comfort and encouragement in his words, “I always
thank God for leading you to me for a period of time that we could serve Him
together. I can tell you, that wonderful period of time will live forever even
someday when I finish my journey on earth. Continue to move on for God
and for the age you live!”

I never stopped reflecting on Pastor Lau’s teachings, and my appreciation for his
philosophy of faith and life only grew deeper in time. My late godfather Antonio
Ngo, blessed be his soul, sharing with me his special admiration for Pastor Lau,
would often say, “He served the Lord and shepherded the Church with keen
insight and a deep respect of humanity.” A pastor of pastors, a true scholar well
versed in the arts, literature, history, psychology and philosophy, and so much
more, Pastor Lau distasted ostentatious complexity, always striving for
simplicity, clarity and applicability in his teachings, through both his words and
his actions.

Be it in his public sermons, delivered during church services, or in Dr. Samuel
Lee’s home Bible studies, or in his intimate advice during our private moments
together, Pastor Lau’s words will be forever treasured. As a spiritual leader and
biblical scholar, Pastor Lau commanded great respect from a vast array of
communities, many of which represented truly diverse backgrounds.
Notwithstanding, he would have noted the voices of challenge that were never
wholly absent. Forever patient and kind, it was never in his style to claim
infallibility; nor would he engage in wasteful debates. The call he received to
serve his Master was as clear on the first day, as it was on the last, and the record
of more than sixty years of service with persistent pace and serenity stands firm
as eternal testimony to his integrity and achievement. From the vigor of my
university days, to my more tempered and mellowed perspective of today,
standing in my own watchtower I have seen Pastor Lau’s wisdom unfold and
prevail time after time. His profound words guiding like a gentle hand, “... T am
happy to see you trying to be a good man... but don’t judge the success of this
endeavor by expecting the approval of everyone. There is only one implication
if you find yourself liked by everyone without exception: Something is wrong
with you! ...In true modesty, you don’t dismiss any criticism lightly, neither do
you credit every compliment with pride.”
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For many of us, the lyrical and poetic romance between Pastor Lau and Si Mu
embodies some of the most colorful and warm memories of all. Deeply touched,
my reverence for Pastor Lau transcended to new heights when I read the note
he wrote me many years after S1 Mu’s death, expressing with untroubled
frankness, “...Through Him and by Him, I am still able to serve Him until today,
although physically I feel just as the Bible says ‘I am like a pelican of the
wilderness; I am like an owl of the desert. I lie awake, And am like a sparrow
alone on the housetop’ since Si Mu passed away...”

In 2015, Pastor Lau fell ill. Responding to my anxiousness, he replied, “As a
little servant of God, I will obey and do the will of God. If God wants me to
continue to live for Him, He will lead me out of the valley of death. If not, He
will lead me passing the cold river of death to the other shore. I am 81 years old
now. The Lord has given me over 60 years to serve Him. Who am I to deserve
more earthly years?” ...God gave him five more years. It was not meant to be
an easy 5-years! Throughout the time I knew Pastor Lau, as simple as he always
presented and projected himself, my sense of a certain impenetrable-subtle
mystical element in his persona was undeniable. Over these five years, through
either direct communication or from Nora, I was aware of his condition, and
every time I thought about his suffering, I found myself reading the Scripture
wherein a worthy soul was crushed by the Lord and suffered for the shortfalls of
the people he nurtured and loved.

A week before his passing, I sent a short text to Pastor Lau, and he promptly
replied, for the last time. Then that fatal morning of October 5th, I received the
notification from Nightingale. It took me a while to react. I could not at once
perceive the full extent of the implication. The only thoughts that entered my
mind were that we had become spiritual orphans...we no longer had the
privilege to breathe the same air and to share the same space and time, with a
great soul.

The deep resonance and sense of Pastor Lau’s presence was powerful and
assuring, so much so that I often took it for granted. There is a great deal more
I could have learned from him, had I been less blind with the delusion of
“tomorrow never dies”...as the Romans’ admonished “Tempus fugit, memento
mor1”, Time flies, remember death.

On more than a few occasions, Pastor Lau spoke of the greatness of Jacob
(Israel) as a father and a leader. Pastor Lau would recite the story of how Jacob
arranged the formation of his camp when preparing to meet Esau, in his return
to Canaan, and Pastor Lau would say, “Jacob knew his family and his people
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by understanding with great detail the strength and weakness of everyone. Jacob
led them accordingly, with careful differentiation in his teachings, in his cares,
and in the time of trials.” I cannot think of a better way to describe Pastor Lau
than applying his own words about Jacob, to himself. He was truly a leader who
had defined the spiritual generation of his time and his people.

Blessing our marriage
June 15, 1991
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My Guiding Light
By Deacon Alvin Cheung

Christians in our mother church (Flagler Street Baptist Church). Under
his leadership, our church (Chinese Baptist Church of Miami) was
constituted as an independent church in 1972.

Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau came to Miami in 1968 to serve the Chinese

On March 30, 1981, the day President Ronald
Reagan was shot, I landed in Miami from
Surinam, South America. 1 joined the
Chinese Baptist Church of Miami shortly
thereafter. Pastor Lau was my guiding light
throughout my entire adult life. In my
trouble, he was always there to help!

Pastor Lau not only served our church £}
faithfully for more than 30 years, but also a.;.‘.‘.‘;-
cared for his sheep like a good shepherd does.

His leadership was also amazing. I have never heard him raise his voice to
anyone and that is what a perfect gentleman he was. During my studies in
Miami, Pastor and Mrs. Lau would often invite my sister Mona, my cousin
Cecil, and I to their house for dinner. Pastor Lau would serve delicious
authentic courses, but ' : /
cook and serve one
course at a time until we [
were full. Needless to say
I have never turned
down  their  dinner
invitations.

——

From a young man who
came to this country as a
student, to maturing as a
Christian, to graduating
from  university, to |
marrying my = wife g
Rebecca, to establishing .
a family, to starting a business, to becoming a church leader, every step of the
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way Pastor Lau was there to help and guide me. I owe so much to this man of
God that no words can express, but I was happy my family could share one of
his last meals with him and his family. His last words to me were “Continue to
serve our church faithfully and train future leaders to glorify God!”

Pastor Lau, I will do my best to serve our church and thank you for the love you
have for our family and our brothers and sisters. We will see you again in our
permanent home above!
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A Break in the Clouds
By Lawrence Yu

was having one of the worst days of my life. I was frustrated, upset and on
the verge of breaking down while still in complete disbelief that something
like this could happen. What I needed was to focus so I could appropriately
address the issue at hand. I heard a faint voice calling me but must have
been too preoccupied to notice. Then I heard it again but much louder this time,
“Lawrence, come here!” It was my mother calling me to come out of my room.
How could I stop what I was doing? After all, I was already seven years old
attending the all-important 1** Grade and I had just discovered that I lost my
homework that was promptly due the next morning. My mind was reeling as |
was preparing my formal defense to explain to my mom why I couldn’t come
out of my room. I had no time to stop what I was doing, but I also knew I was
risking the sentence of no video games or TV for a week if I didn’t comply. I
reluctantly went to her. I was in a sour mood and no doubt clearly wore my
feelings on my face. I came out of my room, but was doing so in protest.

My mother was at the front door along with my father, Pastor Lau, and Mrs.
Lau, and she wanted me to properly greet them as they were visiting us. I said
a quick hello to “Muk See” and “See-Mo” and tried to swiftly return to my
important mission of looking for my homework. But before I could slip away,
“See-Mo” asked me with a gentle smile why I seemed so upset. Even though I
wasn’t sure if these adults would understand the seriousness of my problem, I
made the tough decision to publicly announce that I had lost my homework
assignment. “See-Mo” bent down to look me in the eyes and told me not to
worry, because “Muk See” could help me find it. She explained that he’s very
talented in searching for lost things because he has “four eyes.” At the time I
didn’t really know what she meant by “four eyes” and skeptically examined
Pastor Lau’s face. I saw he only had two eyes but figured it couldn’t hurt to
have another person join this ever important mission of searching for my missing
homework.

He followed me to my room and we sat together on the floor searching through
an entire stack of paperwork. He had a gentle smile on his face and sincere look
in his eyes as he lifted up one paper at a time to ask whether or not it was the
sheet I was looking for. At the time, I felt he was working a little slow given the
seriousness of my problem but I remember feeling a sense of calm and assurance
having Pastor Lau next to me as we searched my entire room for my missing
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homework. He also made the effort to strike up conversation with me. He asked
about school and whether or not I liked what I was learning. My feelings of
anxiety and desperation soon began to disappear because there was someone
with me that took the time to understand my situation and help me through it.

After a while, I remember thinking, “Maybe my problem isn’t so serious after
all.”

I will forever carry this memory of Pastor Lau. Not because a Senior Pastor of
a church would have the patience, care, and willingness to sit on the floor with
a seven year old to look for homework, but because over the course of my entire
life he would always have a way to provide love and encouragement in exactly
the way that I needed it. When I was 13 years old and decided to give my life
to Jesus, he took me out to lunch to celebrate. In my first year of college, he sent
me a personal letter when I happened to be stressed out during exams. In the
letter, Pastor Lau surprisingly told me to take a little break from studying to
enjoy the college experience. When I got married, he was not able to attend
because Mrs. Lau was battling health issues, but even during that difficult time
for him he still sent me a thoughtful gift and a personal message that touched
me deeply.

When I got older, I recall a time where I was struggling with challenges at work,
and Pastor Lau invited me to Panera Bread to have a coffee with him. We
chatted for a long time not only about work, but also about family, faith, our
beloved Miami Dolphins, and life. He gave me concrete advice that helped
refocus my perspective. Through that conversation I also came to realize he
shared my passion for Panera Bread Hazelnut coffee. We were both grateful for
free refills.

The last time I saw Pastor Lau my wife and I brought our kids to meet with him
at his house. He shared with me a personal story that continues to both
challenge and encourage me. Every person will face challenges in life because
we live in a fallen world. But he helped me see past the storms in life by
reminding me to focus my eyes on what matters most, Jesus Christ, who gives
proper perspective to every situation.

Pastor Lau made a tremendous impact in my life. Not only as a pastor, but as
a mentor and as a friend. His love and care for me was not born from anything
that I had done to deserve it, but instead rooted in his love and relationship with
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Pastor Lau answered God’s call faithfully
and set an example by reflecting God’s love on those he came in contact with.
In Mark 10:45 Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
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but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” I am thankful God
provided me the opportunity to have a lifelong relationship with Pastor Lau and

I’'m saddened by his passing. Yet I find peace in knowing that he is now with
both “See-Mo” and our Savior.
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Blessings
By The Ling Family

the time our family emigrated from Hong Kong in 1978, they took time

to care and minister to each of us. Even before Pastor Lau and our family

met in Miami, Tony and Pastor Lau probably had unknowingly seen
each other as they attended the same Bethany High School in Hong Kong and
were separated by only one grade.

Pastor and Mrs. Lau have been great blessings to the Ling family. From

One of our fondest memories is enjoying delicious meals personally cooked by
Pastor Lau. He not only was a great Chinese cuisine cook, he enthusiastically
shared his appreciation in the art of Chinese cooking and all the finer details of
the ingredients and the cooking process. Mrs. Lau kept Sam and Paul busy with
toys and books as the food was prepared. Mrs. Lau taught Sam and Paul while
they were in children’s ministry. Pastor and Mrs. Lau were truly a great ministry
team.

Paul remembers the day Pastor Lau made an altar call after the sermon he
preached as Paul raised his hand to accept Christ. Before the current sanctuary
was built in the early 1980’s, all baptisms were done in a church member’s home
swimming pool. Pastor Lau baptized both Sam and Paul in the early post
“swimming pool baptistery” era in the newly built sanctuary baptistery.

Pastor Lau was the counselor for CBYF back in those days. He taught the youth
at every training meeting Sunday where teens learned to form many spiritual
habits. One of Sam’s memories of Pastor Lau was being on a road trip as the co-
driver of the van to Ridgecrest North Carolina for Centrifuge youth camp. In
the days spent on 1-95, Pastor Lau had much knowledge about life and driving
tips he willingly shared.

As Sam, Paul, and other CBYF teens graduated and became young adults,
Pastor Lau gave his blessings of establishing the Joshua Young Adult Fellowship
in 1987, which was the start of the English ministry in our church.

Pastor and Mrs. Lau’s faithfulness to the ministry are eternal blessings to our

three generations. We are encouraged to know he has fought the good fight and
ready to be with the Lord. On this All Saints Day 2020, Pastor Lau can finally
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celebrate together with Mrs. Lau in heaven. The Lings will surely miss them
and look forward to seeing them some day.

In loving memory of Pastor Kwong-Wah and Irene Lau,

Tony, Nancy, Sam, Paul, and their families
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A Visit to Remember
By Pastor Russell Williams

ospital visits are a common aspect of pastoral ministry. Over the last

ten years I have conducted many, and see them as a unique opportunity

to minister to people at a very unusual moment in life. Whether it’s for

a surgery, the birth of a child, trying to get to the bottom of an
undiagnosed problem, or anything in between, that time in the hospital offers a
special window to come alongside others and share in whatever emotions they
are experiencing. As a pastor wanting to give some encouraging words and
spend some time praying for the person, it’s an opportune time as there is a
captive audience. However, given all that is taking place and how the person is
generally not feeling quite like themselves (not to mention the frequent
interruptions from medical staff who are simply trying to do their job), brevity is
also an important factor in most hospital visits. Therefore, I typically strive for
a short yet memorable encounter.

While hospital visits are commonplace, visiting another pastor who is in the
hospital and trying to offer the same words of encouragement and support was
a new experience for me. But such was the case a few years ago once while
Pastor Lau was in the hospital. While I was delighted at the opportunity to visit
with him and pray with him, on the drive over I suddenly had this thought: What
I can say to encourage a pastor?!? He’s done more hospital visits than I ever have, and
undoubtedly could give ME advice on how to conduct hospital visits. What can I say that
he already hasn’t to someone over the years? These questions kept rolling through
my head the entire drive over. I felt like me trying to comfort Pastor Lau during
this time would be like me trying to teach a NBA player how to dunk, or like
trying to tell the CEO of a Fortune 500 company how to run a successful
business. Of all the hospital visits I’ve conducted, the circumstances of this visit
made it one of the more nerve-racking ones; but in the end it turned out being
one of the most memorable ones—but not for the reason you might expect.

Upon arriving at the hospital it was a fairly typical visit: Pastor Lau and I talked
about the issues that had brought him into the hospital, how he was feeling, and
when he might be released. I was trying my best to comfort and reassure him,
but after asking him questions for a while he then began asking me questions.
He asked about my wife, my children, and wanted to know how all of us were
doing. But it wasn’t just because he felt like he should reciprocate and ask how
we were doing since I had asked him first; I could tell he took a genuine interest
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in us and our lives. We soon began talking about raising young children and the
struggles that come with it—such as baby-proofing the house, the sleepless
nights, and adventures in potty training—and before long I found Pastor Lau
comforting and reassuring me with the difficulties I was going through. It was
remarkable considering how he must have felt at that moment, yet for him to
lovingly be concerned about me and what I was going through was particularly
meaningful.

Eventually some nurses came in stating they need to visit with Pastor Lau and
perform various checkups, indicating it was time for me to leave. So I had a
brief prayer with him, said my parting words, and began walking down the long
hallway toward the exit. As I did, I reflected on the conversation that had just
taken place. In fact I thought about it a lot that day, the rest of that week, and
have many times since. While I don’t remember a single thing I said, what I do
clearly remember is what Pastor Lau said and the deep level of care and concern
he showed me during those few moments together. It was a short yet memorable
encounter, and certainly a visit to remember.
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With Gratitude
By Jason Au

pianist in the Chinese worship service. I remember being exceedingly

nervous and dreaded how many wrong notes I would play. But no

matter what happened, Pastor Lau always encouraged me to serve
faithfully. I will forever be grateful for the opportunity to serve the church with
my musical talent to bring glory to God. When Pastor Lau preached, two things
stood out to me. First was his command of English, Mandarin, and Cantonese
and being able to preach fluently in all three was truly remarkable. Second was
the clarity of his sermons. Being able to distill the most complex passages in the
Bible into a three point sermon is a unique talent. Nowadays when other pastors
try to cram five or even seven points in a sermon, I get lost and mentally wish
they had just stopped at three. Finally, I remember his warm smile as the
outward sign of his life being full of joy. Every Sunday he beamed with joy and
encouraged other believers in the same way.

O ne of my earliest memories in church as a young man was serving as a

Agape love characterized his whole life. Pastor Lau loved his flock
unconditionally and gave us his time, energy, and wisdom. He loved the lost
and preached the gospel to the Chinese community in Florida, establishing
thriving churches in Miami, Coral Springs, and Orlando. Certainly, he was a
doer of the Word (James 1:22) and the Chinese Christian community in South
Florida commemorates his faithful service. In John 13:34-35 Jesus calls us to
love one another, and says by doing so the world will know we are Jesus's
disciples. Pastor Lau’s life exemplified this commandment, and his life was a
living sacrifice to the Lord (Romans 12:1).

Johann Sebastian Bach penned the letters SDG at the end of his compositions,
referring to "Soli Deo Gloria" which translates to "Glory to God Alone." Pastor
Lau, it is so evident that every page of your life is also signed with the same three
letters. It 1s hard to believe you are no longer with us. I regret not learning more
about your personal walk with God. Many times as believers we desire to bear
fruit (sometimes on our own effort), but underestimate the countless hours of
prayer and study of the Word which empowers us through our Lord Jesus Christ
to bear the fruit (John 15:5). But I am sure you and your beloved wife are at our
Father's side now, where He has spoken, "Well done, good and faithful servant!
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You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master's happiness" (Matthew 25:21).

With great love and gratitude for your life and testimony,

Jason Au
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A Tireless Servant
By Andy and Shirley Wong

building our church and leading the flock among the early Chinese

community in Miami. When we moved down to Miami from New York

City in late 2002, we found an extended family at the Chinese Baptist
Church of Miami (CBCM). As non-believers with no relatives in the Miami
area, the church family was a welcomed new start. Pastor Lau was retiring at
the time and did not preach every week. We joined the Timothy Fellowship
(TYAF) and participated in its events. More importantly we learned about
Christian fellowship life and gradually learned more about the history of the
church.

Pastor Lau was definitely a good witness and shepherd for our Lord in

In 2003, TYAF hosted a retreat near Naples with Pastor Lau as the guest
speaker. Atthe quiet environment away from Miami, it was one of his messages
that made us realize that God had been working on us all that time, to move us
to Miami and to be closer to Him. Even though we were isolated from family,
we weren’t alone. God always has His timing, and we each accepted Jesus as
our Savior at that retreat and have been grateful to Pastor Lau ever since.

At church we saw how Pastor and Mrs. Lau were so devoted to the church
members as they were wonderful role models in serving our Lord tirelessly and
selflessly. That encouraged us to serve humbly at our church and care for our
brothers and sisters as well,
which we still do to this day.
Pastor Lau provided a strong
testimony, his lifelong work
has glorified God’s name, and
CBCM continues to be a
beacon in the Miami area for
the Chinese community.

Pastor Lau will always be in
our hearts.
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Memories of Pastor Lau
By Phillip Koo

‘ ” ’ hen I was 12 years old, I grappled with a lot of emotions. That was
the year Hurricane Andrew went through Miami-Dade County and
Homestead. It created a devastation that created trauma both

physically and emotionally. It was also a year where I remember my father
temporarily separating from my mother. My mind was in a bad place. I held
lots of pent up anger and vitriol against both my mother and father. My Sunday
school teachers, Bible study leaders, and pastors often declared marriage was for

life. Seeing my parents part from one another was a tough scene to watch. I
could not explain the pain that hit my life and until I met Pastor Lau.

In 1998 a movie named Armageddon, directed by Michael Bay, hit the movie
theatres. An iconic scene near the end of the movie showed an eclectic bunch
of astronauts that were going to stop a doomsday asteroid which was ready to
destroy earth as we know it. This is how I imagine Pastor Lau coming into the
life of my family. Through countless nights, over the next couple months, he
mentored my dad. I remember seeing my mom’s tears every night. I watched
as my dad fought for his right to be “right”. Whatever Pastor Lau said to my
dad each night changed my father. My dad came back and re-committed to the
marriage. It was not a change overnight, but it made a profound impact in my
life.

Fast-forward 28 years later. I am now 40 years of age. I heard of Pastor Lau’s
passing through many friends and mentors. It has taken a while to process my
thoughts on him. I remember how much he loved si-mo (endearing pastor’s
wife). There was never a question in my mind that he cared for her. Do not be
fooled by his calm, smooth, quiet demeanor. Much like the late Sean Connery,
Pastor Lau was debonair and sophisticated. But unlike him, Pastor Lau was a
man’s man, a spiritual man, a devoted man. By definition, he is what every
young adult man and pastor should be like. He loved Jesus, he adored his wife
and his children, he cared for his church, and he loved me. A man should be
defined by how he lived his life, and Pastor Lau lived his life well. Ultimately,
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Pastor Lau left a godly impression of one who loved God’s Word and God’s
church.

In Matthew 24-25 Jesus uses the master and servant motif quite frequently.
First, in talking about the end of days, Jesus taught about the faithful and wise
servant whom the master has tasked to serve and do well (24:42-46). Second,
Jesus talked about servants who were entrusted the master’s possessions.
Talents were given to them for investment. For the ones that earned extra talents
Jesus said, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with
a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master’s happiness” (25:21). In both of these instances the servant(s) that did
well knew the master’s plan, were proactive to get it done, and did well. When
I look at Pastor Lau’s life, I see one who knew the Father well, was committed
to teach God’s Word, and reaped a righteous reward. “Well done, good and
faithful servant!”

I miss Pastor Lau very much, but I await to meet him in heaven with a great big

hug and to say “thank you” for loving Jesus, loving his wife and children, caring
for his church, and loving me.
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Serving Together
By Grace Chan

words remind you of the first time Pastor Lau and Mrs. Lau invited

you over for dinner? Do you also have a vivid image of Pastor Lau

stir frying away with flames fired up like a pro? Pastor Lau and
Mrs. Lau had a deep understanding that the “The hired hand is not the shepherd
and does not own the sheep” (John 10:12a). Pastor Lau did not wear his
“pastor” hat only during church operating hours because that hat is probably
glued to his head. We all, not just a selected few, are called to “make disciples
of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Pastor Lau together with Mrs. Lau have set
examples for how we can “turn in our homework” when we see Jesus: be
generous and humble.

‘ ‘ Come through the garage! We’re going to eat outside.” Do these

I called out these qualities because Pastor Lau’s actions consistently
demonstrated his generosity and humility. Pastor Lau’s car trunk always
contained stuff, and very often it was groceries or small appliances to give to
people. He and Mrs. Lau understood that meeting people’s needs is what Jesus
did to build relationships for lives to be changed. We are living in tough times
and different people have varying financial issues. Who do you know that could
use a Publix gift card? Pastor Lau was passionate about helping Chinese
immigrants and leading them to Christ.

Even during my last visit to Miami, Pastor Lau asked rhetorically in Cantonese
“What am I supposed to do if I'm not preaching the gospel?” He knew his role,
yet he demonstrated another quality that all Christians, especially church
leaders, should possess: humility. It was common to see Pastor Lau or Mrs. Lau
take away finished plates for people. How about a pastor and his wife scrubbing
church toilets? Pastor Lau and Mrs. Lau did that too, because they thought how
cool it was to be able to serve the Lord. There is so much that can be learned
from them! Think of all the different responsibilities at church and ask which
one is “beneath” you? Sounds like you could serve in that capacity in the
upcoming year.

Pastor Lau has blessed my life and I am thrilled that he is united with his babe
in heaven. I will never forget our time serving together and chatting about
ministry. I thank the Lord for letting this shepherd love me, and for me to love
this shepherd in return.
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God gives the growth
By Kan Hwee

Apostle Paul to correct divisions in the Corinthian church. The

church was taking sides, quarreling about who they would
follow as the prime leader of their church. Church members were saying ‘I
follow Paul’, or ‘I follow Apollos’, or ‘I follow Cephas’, or ‘I follow Christ’” (1
Cor 2:12). They were missing the point of church leadership. They were using
their bias against church leaders as excuse to claim a superior faith over one
another. Their justification for taking sides was based on human wisdom, on
whom they felt was the better leader.

‘ ‘ Who 1s Apollos? Who 1s Paul?” These questions were asked by the

The Apostle Paul counters this error. He argues with more questions “Where is
the one who 1s wise?... Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” (1
Cor 1:20). The Corinthians thought if they aligned with whom they perceived
was the stronger leader, they could boast they were the stronger church
members. They were thinking with prideful arrogance. But Paul reminds them
before they became Christians they were just common people, “brothers, not
many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth” (1 Cor 1:26).

The Apostle Paul redirects their misguided pride to remind them of where they
came from, “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things
that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God” (1 Cor
1:27-29). It was from their lowly status in the world, their nothingness, their
humble state, their position of need that God called them to the magnificent
salvation in Christ. They were in no position to boast, they had no right to justify
their arrogant faith.

After the Apostle Paul corrects the Corinthian church’s misguided pride, he
directs their attention to amazing truths about church leadership. “What then is
Apollos? What 1s Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord
assigned to each.” The primary description of a church leader Paul asserts is a
servant. The term “servant” is used to describe an attendant, a waiter, the literal
translation from the Greek root is “to kick up dust”, meaning raising dust in the
process of hastening to do God’s bidding. This servant is further “assigned” by
God. God chooses the leader and the manner in which the leader serves. The
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Apostle Paul acknowledges the assignment given to him and Apollos was
different, “I planted, Apollos watered,” but he also makes a startling claim about
God’s prerogative in the success of their ministry, “but God gave the growth” (1
Cor 3:6).

God entrusts church leaders to be his agents to bring the glorious message of
hope and salvation to the world. The church is God’s field. Some leaders are
assigned to plant the seeds of the Gospel of truth, others water the field, but God
1s the one who “gives the growth”. The church leader who joyfully and faithfully
uses his spiritual gifts to carry out his God-given task can rest in the promise that
God will give the growth!

Our beloved late Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau was a planter. God gave him a vision
to start a Chinese church in South Florida which he followed whole-heartedly
and dedicated his life. He planted a church in Miami for a Chinese congregation,
and that church planted another church in Coral Springs, which in turn is
planting another church in West Palm. God assigned the amazing task of
planting to Pastor Lau and now other leaders are taking the task of watering the
field. God will continue to give the growth as long as faithful servant leaders
exist.

Pastor Lau leaves a legacy of a faithful servant leader. May others join him in
laboring for the joy and glory of God!
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(July 12, 1934 — October 5, 2020)

Donations may be made in Pastor Lau’s memory to the Pastor Kwong-Wah and Irene Lau Memorial
Fund at cbcmiami.org or checks payable to the Chinese Baptist Church of Miami, mailed to Chinese
Baptist Church of Miami, PO Box 443386, Miami, FL 33144. Please note on the check “Pastor Kwong-
Wah and Irene Lau Memorial Fund”.

RREPGHTA TEIR BRI SERS R A AL, o FRER . KGR L
cbemiami.org » ¥ 11 & & %)EJ% » & B 3588 Chinese Baptist Church of Miami » % & 31 :Pastor
Kwong-Wah and Irene Lau Memorial Fund > 28 % & £ ¥ ht: Chinese Baptist Church of Miami, PO
Box 443386, Miami, FL 33144 -
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