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Let’s rise up and build!

And | told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good,
and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they
strengthened their hands for the good work. (Nehemiah 2:18)
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December +=A: John¥ &§7&F 8:12

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “l| am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.” (esv)
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English Worship Service

9:00 am

We Gather in His Presence

Lighting the Advent Candle & Scripture Reading Luke 1:26-38, 46-55
Praise and Adoration Jesus, The Treasure
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

How Great Thou Art

God Speaks through His Word

Word of God 1 Corinthians 15:12-19

Sermon: Preach Resurrection
~ Director Eric Chou

We Respond to God’s Word
Song of Commitment Yet Not | But Through Christ in Me

Announcement

Mission Video (Lottie Moon Christmas Offering)

Offering
~ Pastor Keh Yeong Tan

God Sends Us to Witnhess

Benediction ~ Pastor Keh Yeong Tan

Today’s Serving Schedule

Speaker Presider Praise Team Ushers AV Team
Leader
Director Eric Chou Deacon Kan Hwee Brian Niu Shelly Chiu Deacon Alan Chan
Lura Duncan Wendy Wong




Lighting of the Advent Candle & Scripture Reading

Today is the second Sunday of the Advent season. The word, advent, means coming or arrival. The
season of advent is a four-week period before Christmas and a time of preparation for the birth of
Christ. In today’s worship service, we will continue to have the lighting of the Advent Candle and
Scripture reading.

The Advent wreath placed in front of the sanctuary consists of 5 candles. The four corner candles
correspond to the four Sundays of Advent; and the center candle represents Christ. Each Advent
Sunday, a different candle will be lit until all the candles shed their light together. This gradual
increase of light is to symbolize the growing anticipation of Christ’s coming.

The colors of the candles are to symbolize the dual themes of Advent — preparation and joy. The
purple candles, which will be lit on the first, second, and fourth Sundays, symbolize the heart of
penitence. The pink candle, which will be lit on the third Sunday, symbolize the joy of anticipation.
And the Christ candle, which is placed in the center, represents the symbol of festivity and will be lit
in the Candlelight Service.

The meaning of Advent is more than remembering the birth of Christ, it calls us to be aware of God'’s
action, in the past, present, and future, which urges us to be ready for the second coming of Christ in
glory. May the Lighting of the Advent Candle & Scripture Reading in the following four Sundays helps
you to worship in spirit and truth, and set your hearts ready for Christ the King!




The weary world rejoices — Advent Devotional
Week 2: Luke 1:26-38, 46-55
Mary had every right to be scared.

She was young, betrothed and now told she was pregnant. And to top it all off, the news was delivered by an angel —
you know, spiritual beings that tend to terrify people.

As Mary processed the news, | can only imagine what was going through her head. Would her family disown her?
Would people in town make assumptions and gossip? Would Joseph believe any of this? Would she be rejected?
Disparaged? Or worse?

But the thought Mary chose to settle on wasn’t one of fear but of faith: “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you
have said about me come true” (Luke 1:38, NLT). Later on, when Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth, the latter said of
Mary: “You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said” (v. 45).

It would be nice to say that our typical response to fear is always Mary’s response: a song of praise and hopeful
expectation. But let’s be real. Fear creeps into our minds and souls like the slow roll of a dark cloud before a storm.
How do you respond? Retreat? Isolate? Hold your fear close to your chest and spiral into endless “what-ifs”?

Let’s look at Mary’s response. After Mary visited Elizabeth, she turned her attention to God in a song known as the
Magnificat (which means “my soul glorifies the Lord”). There are a few things in this song that are helpful as you seek
to ground yourself in hope when fear swirls around:

e Mary began with praise. The whole song is about singing God’s glory, and though I’m sure Mary had so many
guestions about what it meant to give birth to the savior of the world, she opened with rejoicing instead of
concern.

e Mary remembered her part in God’s story. In verse 48, Mary said: “For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,
and from now on all generations will call me blessed” (NLT). Mary knew that God was in control; he was the
one who created and empowered her. She was his creation, and that reminder allowed Mary to focus on the
truth of who she was and who he is. She was reminded that her part of the story was not the end of the story.

e Mary remembered God’s goodness and justice. Mary didn’t just reflect on the blessings God bestowed or the
promises he made to Israel; she reflected on how God would also set wrong things back to right (vv. 51-53).

Mary dispelled fear with praise. She put aside insecurity with the truth of who God was, remembering her role in
his story. And she looked past concerns of rejection or gossip, recalling that she served a God of justice.

And because of that, Mary could hope. And so can you.

OUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
e When have you felt overwhelmed by fear? How did you respond?
e What emotions do you think Mary felt when the angel delivered the news?
e How can Mary’s response to God’s news encourage you this Christmas?
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Chinese Worship Service

10:45 am

A% £ R ¥ F£ WORSHIP IN PRAISE

& B Call to Worship VAF 22 % Isaiah 9:1-7
#F# £ Praise and Adoration #8 L4 + ZH » Z# ! Holy, Holy, Holy

#51 7k 4 773t £ F Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
7, £ A 1F Worthy is the lamb
K% £ % Invocation

VA4 4z 8 R ¥ FE WORSHIP IN WORD
0 8935 3% Word of God P54k Revelation 4:1-11

# 18 Sermon: L #]i€42 2R Come Up Here
~ 3% B . I8 5% L F Deacon Samuel Cheng

VA ) J& 2R ¥ F£ WORSHIP IN RESPONSE
©l J& 35 8k Response Song #339 177 % & 7T Higher Ground

7% B& 3 B 9§ o 3 48 Lighting the Advent Candle & Scripture

FEHF B Mission Video (542 % E 3£ Lottie Moon Christmas Offering)
F B Offering

# £ 28 Doxology
~ R 5L B 4L &7 Pastor Keh Yeong Tan

VA4E % P48 R EFE WORSHIP IN RECEIVING BLESSINGS

PF& Benediction ~IBR % F44%F Pastor Keh Yeong Tan
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Home News K 3\:

1) Please continue to pray for English and Cantonese pastor/minister searches. & % 5L #h 4k 4 48 4 92 3%
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2) Church Council Meeting will be held at 2 pm today. All council members please be on time. Z & & =t
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11/27/2022 Attendance |} )%/\%(

Sunday Worship  # of people
:HAFE AB
9 am English 64
RX#
10:45 arr? C‘hlnese 145
Sk

¥ L4 Upcoming Ministry Opportunities

Dec. ——H 04 (English ministry) picnic at park after 9 am English service
(Sun.)
23 Christmas Candlelight Service
(AR | ZaBreHt
24 (English ministry) brunch at CBCCS
(Sat.)
25 Baptism

(GAR) | z4

Christmas Combined Service
% 3¢ f & 49
Year-end Business Meeting
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English Service Serving Schedule for December

Speaker Presider Praise Team Ushers AV Team
Leader
Dec. Deacon Kan Ed See Brian Ni Jai Liu Deacon Alan Chan
11 Hwee ! Monica Zhao Wendy Wong
Dec. . Leo . . YM Wong Deacon Alan Chan
18 Pastor Dat Trieu Mueller Brian Niu Christine Wong Wendy Wong
D . . . Minister .
€C. | Christmas combined service . Alison Ng Deacon Alan Chan
Heather Shih
25 at 10 am . Karen Hwee Wendy Wong
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